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2011- The BioComposites Centre, Director. Responsible for the management,
Science and strategic direction of the Centre. Overseeing research team of 22
Scientists in the development of bio-based technologies in a range of applications.
Managing projects and ensuring that the Centre achieves financial targets. PI on
Innovate UK, EPSRC, ERDF and FP7 funded projects. Founder member of the Alliance
for Sustainable Building Products.
As director I have implemented and overseen a broad platform of successful projects
with a special focus on EU funding. I have structured the management of the Centre
and developed clear reporting lines and implemented a programme to improve
communications. Achievements have included 3 major EU projects and the
development of a new laboratory for super critical CO2 scale up that was recently
spun out to form a new JV company. My management experience includes the
chairing and supervision of a number of Innovate UK funded projects working with
small SMEs and large multinationals. I am the lead PI for Bangor on the BEACON
project, the UK’s largest investment in industrial biorefining (£40M). At its midterm
review this project has assisted over 70 companies in the convergence region of
Wales and has induced over £3.2M of investment into the region. My major interest
in the development of bio-derived materials that reduce global warming potential. I
have an industrial and academic background in natural fibre production. Expertise
includes wood based panel production, biomass extraction/ chemical composition
and product development. My current research interests include biorefining, the
production of bioplastic products, extraction of value added molecules from plant
materials, utilisation of wastes and agricultural co-products for construction
applications.
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